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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 

REHAB AND AHMED AMER FOS-
TER CARE IMPROVEMENT ACT 
OF 2013 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 3, 2013 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duced the Rehab and Ahmed Amer Foster 
Care Improvement Act of 2013, which is sub-
stantively identical to a bill I introduced in the 
112th Congress. It will enhance the existing 
federal policy of encouraging state foster care 
programs to place children in the care of will-
ing and able relatives. 

This legislation accomplishes that goal by 
requiring States that receive federal funding 
for foster care programs to add certain proce-
dural enhancements to their foster care pro-
grams so as to ensure a more fair placement 
decision-making process. 

Specifically, my bill requires that, within 90 
days after a State makes a foster care place-
ment decision, the State must provide notice 
of such decision to the following affected par-
ties: the child’s parents; relatives who have in-
formed the State of their interest in caring for 
the child; the guardian; the guardian ad litem 
of the child; the attorney for the child; the at-
torney for each parent of the child; the pros-
ecutor involved; and the child if he or she is 
able to express an opinion regarding place-
ment. 

Additionally, States must establish proce-
dures that: allow any of the parties who re-
ceive notice of the State’s placement decision 
to request, within five days after receipt of the 
notice, documentation of the reasons for the 
State’s decision; allow the child’s attorney to 
petition the court involved to review the deci-
sion; and require the court to commence such 
review within seven days after receipt of the 
petition and conduct such review on the 
record. 

The harrowing story of Rehab and Ahmed 
Amer of Dearborn, Michigan prompted me to 
craft this bill. 

In 1985, the Amers lost two of their children 
to Michigan’s foster care system after Rehab 
had been subject to criminal charges related 
to the death of her two-year-old son Samier, 
who died because of head injuries resulting 
from a fall in a bathtub. 

Although Rehab had been acquitted in Au-
gust 1986 of any criminal wrongdoing in con-
nection with Samier’s death, the State refused 
to return the Amers’ other two children to them 
and, in fact, removed a third child from the 
Amers’ custody four months after Rehab’s ac-
quittal. 

As a temporary alternative, Rehab’s brother 
petitioned to be a foster parent to the Amers’ 
three children, but was denied his petition 
even though he had previously served as a 
foster parent for other children. 

It is important to note that the Amers are 
Muslim. Nevertheless, the State, rather than 
placing the Amers’ children with a foster family 
of the same faith and cultural background, 
sent them to live with an evangelical Christian 
family, which re-named the Amers’ children— 
Mohamed Ali, Sueheir, and Zinabe—with 
Christian names and raised them as Chris-
tians. 

Today, only the oldest of the Amers’ three 
living children, Mohamed Ali, now known as 
Adam, communicates with them. 

In reaction to the Amers’ story, Michigan en-
acted what became known as the Amer Law. 
That law requires foster care placement agen-
cies in Michigan to consider and give special 
preference for relatives when making a foster 
care placement decision. 

The Amer Law is consistent with federal fos-
ter care policy, which also seeks to give pref-
erence to a child’s relatives and, for Native 
American children, a family of the same cul-
tural background as the child, when making 
placement decisions. 

The Amer Law, however, has several provi-
sions that go beyond current federal law to en-
sure due process. In sum, this law gives par-
ents, relatives, guardians, and the child in cer-
tain cases additional procedural rights, includ-
ing the right to written notice and an expla-
nation of a placement decision. In addition, it 
authorizes judicial review of a placement deci-
sion by a foster care agency. 

My legislation simply adds these enhanced 
due process features of the Amer Law to ex-
isting federal foster care law. 

The best interests of the child should always 
be the overriding consideration when making 
foster care placement decisions. That stand-
ard should also require foster care agencies to 
give special preference to placing a child with 
relatives, where the child can be raised in the 
same culture or religion as his or her own, all 
other things being equal. 

I thank Rehab and Ahmed Amer for bringing 
this issue to light and for their tireless efforts 
to make the foster care placement process 
fairer for everyone, first in Michigan, and, now, 
nationally. 
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RECOGNIZING SPRINGFIELD 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL BOYS 
SOCCER 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 3, 2013 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Springfield Catholic High School 
Boys Soccer Team and its back-to-back vic-
tories in the 2011 and 2012 Class 1 State 
Championships. 

Springfield Catholic has the honor of being 
the first boys’ soccer state champion team 
from Southwest Missouri. The Springfield 
Catholic Fightin’ Irish finished their season 
with 27 wins and 4 losses after their 1–0 vic-
tory over Southern Boone in the champion-
ship. The Irish soccer program is just 6 sea-
sons old but holds 5 straight ‘‘Final Four’’ ap-
pearances and two back-to-back state cham-
pionships. 

I congratulate Head Coach Tom Guinn, As-
sistant Coach Matthew Walton and all of the 
players on their victory and applaud the hard 
work that has brought them so much success. 
I am proud to recognize the athletic achieve-
ments of the residents of the Seventh District 
of Missouri. 

INTRODUCTION OF A 3-PART BAL-
ANCED BUDGET CONSTITU-
TIONAL AMENDMENT 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 3, 2013 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to re- 
introduce legislation that will amend the United 
States Constitution to force Congress to rein 
in spending by balancing the federal budget. 

We have a spending addiction in Wash-
ington, D.C., and it has proven to be an addic-
tion that Congress cannot control on its own 
and which is bringing dire consequences. We 
have gone in a few short years from a deficit 
of billions of dollars to a deficit of trillions of 
dollars. We are printing money at an unprece-
dented pace, which presents serious risks of 
massive inflation. Our national debt recently 
surpassed an astonishing $16 trillion and con-
tinues to rapidly increase, along with the 
waste associated with paying the interest on 
that debt. 

Our first Secretary of State, Thomas Jeffer-
son, warned of the consequences of out-of- 
control debt when he wrote: ‘‘To preserve [the] 
independence [of the people,] we must not let 
our rulers load us with perpetual debt. We 
must make our election between economy and 
liberty, or profusion and servitude.’’ Unfortu-
nately, it increasingly appears that Congress 
has chosen the latter path. 

Our current Secretary of State, Hillary Clin-
ton, issued a similar warning when she re-
cently declared: ‘‘I think that our rising debt 
levels [sic] poses a national security threat, 
and it poses a national security threat in two 
ways. It undermines our capacity to act in our 
own interest, and it does constrain us where 
constraint may be undesirable. And it also 
sends a message of weakness internation-
ally.’’ Despite these warnings, Congress has 
refused to address this crisis. 

Congress’ spending addiction is not a par-
tisan one. It reaches across the aisle and af-
flicts both parties, which is why neither party 
has been able to master it. We need outside 
help. We need pressure from outside Con-
gress to force Congress to rein in this out-of- 
control behavior. We need a balanced budget 
amendment to our Constitution. 

That is why I am introducing this legisla-
tion—a commonsense, 3-part balanced budget 
Constitutional amendment which garnered the 
support of 133 bipartisan cosponsors last Con-
gress. This bill would (1) amend the Constitu-
tion to require that total spending for any fiscal 
year not exceed total receipts; (2) require that 
bills to raise revenues pass each House of 
Congress by a 3/5 majority; and (3) establish 
an annual spending cap such that total federal 
spending could not exceed 1/5 of the eco-
nomic output of the United States. 

The bill would also require a 3/5 majority 
vote for any increases in the debt limit. 

The legislation provides an exception in 
times of war and during military conflicts that 
pose imminent and serious military threats to 
national security. 

Our federal government must be lean, effi-
cient and responsible with the dollars that our 
nation’s citizens worked so hard to earn. We 
must work to both eliminate every cent of 
waste and squeeze every cent of value out of 
each dollar our citizens entrust to us. Families 
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